CHAPTER XXII
CITRUS INSECTS AND  THEIR CONTROL
THE number of insects which seriously attack citrus
fruit trees in California is not large; their lack in numbers,
however, is more than offset by their aggressiveness and
their ability to withstand control measures. While it is
true that fumigation for scale and spraying for red spider
or mites, if properly done, is supposed to kill all the in-
dividuals on the trees at the time of treatment, yet in actual
practice a few usually survive and later reinfest the trees,
so that in the course of time remedial measures must be
repeated.
The financial loss due to the various citrus pests is large,
the cost of control amounting to more than half a million
dollars a year in southern California, according to a re-
cent estimate. This does not take into account the
secondary losses due to weakened trees, dirty fruit, and
fruit scarred by thrips or mites. The state as well as the
nation is spending large sums annually in studying citrus
pests and in devising better methods of control, while in
addition to this most counties employ a horticultural com-
missioner and a corps of inspectors whose chief duty is to
assist in controlling pests already established in the county
and to prevent the introduction of foreign species.
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